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Whitemeadows Youth Hostel 1944 to 1953

Whitemeadows, Bradbourne, Ashbourne, Derbyshire
Historic County: Derbyshire YHA Region: North Midlands GR: SK 200533

Whitemeadows, a mile south-east of Parwich, was described as a former guest house, a modern compact building in the
North Midlands Annual Report of 1944. It was purchased frechold by YHA and passed to the YHA Trust on 2nd
October 1944 as White Meadows. A Carnegie Trust grant was secured to equip the hostel.

The youth hostel opened on 23rd December 1944, operating through the last months of the war. There were 72 beds

at first, reducing in stages to 40. It lasted ten years. Mr and Mrs Russell were wardens from about 1945 to 1949, when
they left to start up an accommodation hostel at Yoxall.

A YHA postcard from about the time of the hostel’s opening (YHA Archive)
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Attractive hostel portraits from the YHA Archive.
I: a cheerful posed photograph, courtesy of Bryan Hallsworth, whose mother, Mrs Russell,
was warden at Whitemeadows for the first few years. She is seated third from the left at the front;
2: one from Laurie Landon’s photographic collection; 3: from the garden (YHA Archive)



The hostel closed on 30th December 1953, as it ran at a constant loss (for example, a £481 deficit in 1945) and was
sold on 8th November 1954 for considerably less than the purchase price. In the mid-1970s the property entered into a

short period of notoriety as the headquarters of the Workers’ Revolutionary Party, a cause célébre with Corin and
Venessa Redgrave as figurcheads.
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I: a page from the 1946 YHA Peak District Guide featuring close neighbours, Whitemeadows and Brassington;
2: Clint Maitland was a stalwart worker for YHA in the North Midlands. Here is his 1951 membership card stamp
(YHA Archive)

Overnights — inclusive periods as follows
1945-1954: previous Oct to Sept

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949
3562 4211 4987 5813 open

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
4715 4948 3539 2394 371
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