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Bournemouth and Organford Youth Hostels

Bournemouth Youth Hostel 1936 only

1 Lansdowne Crescent, Lansdowne, Bournemouth

Historic County: Hampshire YHA Region: South Coast GR: §Z 094914

Bournemouth youth hostel was opened about April 1936, according to a reference in the contemporary Rucksack
Magazine. There were 946 bednights in total before the early closure on 17th September of the same year; the
annual report for South Coast Region explained that it was immediately replaced by Organford Hostel, as it was so

popular, though whether the closure was forced by other matters is not clear.

The hostel was probably then part of the Lansdowne Hotel, though it is now a separate property.

No image of the short-lived Bournemouth Youth Hostel has yet been found. The property is seen here in September 2014,

on the rising Lansdowne Crescent, between O’Neill’s Bar (the original Lansdowne Hotel) and Centro Pizza.
It is approached by a flight of stone steps (author’s photograph)

Overnights — inclusive periods each year as follows
1936-1938: previous Oct to Sept
€: Bournemouth Hostel; A: Organford Hostel; e: may include a few overnights for Organford
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Organford Youth Hostel 1936 to 1938

Bere Farm House, Dorchester Road, Organford, Poole, Dorset
Historic County: Dorset YHA Region: South Coast GR: SY 942934

Extract from a YHA Regional Guide of 1938

The replacement for Bournemouth hostel was at a farm at Organford, between Poole and Warcham. It opened on
17th September 1936. The wardens were Mr and Mrs Buck Mason and accommodation was provided for 16 men
and 12 women.

Organford Hostel was fairly busy, but barely two years later, on 30th September 1938, it was forced to close because
of Mrs Mason’s illness. The wardens were moving in consequence. Beyond 1939 the hostel was still in the region’s
thoughts, however: it had evacuees until YHA’s tenancy expired. This was not renewed, however, as it was deemed
too costly.

A photograph of Bere Farm by Ray Milner taken almost 50 years after the youth hostel at Organford closed
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